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W. E. Griffis’s chemistry classes at Meishinkan
of Fukui—han Hanko in 1871 —1872

Miyuki KURAHARA

Abstract

An American Science teacher, W. E. Griffis taught the schoolboys Chemistry and Natural
Philosophy at Meishinkan of Fukui—han Hanako in 1871 —1872. He tried to teach them through
experiments. He thought “Chemistry is both a science and an art; that is, it is both a collection of
principles and knowledge; and treats also of the practical application those principles and
" W. E. Griffis * An Outline of the Science of Chemistry’
He said it was important that they made experiments in Chemistry by themselves when they

knowledge to the uses of common life

were studying Chemistry as Western Science. And he tried to write his original text—books on
Chemistry for Japanese students.
We can say that his educational methods for Chemistry were uncommon in Japan, though they

were not uncommon in America in his age.
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