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A study of 'Comedy of Manners' by Oscar Wilde (3)

——Lady Windermere's Fan and A Woman of No Importance—

Setsuko KIKUCHI

Abstract
The theme of 'comedy of manners' will be studied, focusing Lady Windermere's Fan (1892),
Oscar Wilde's first work and the second, A Woman of No Importance (1893) continuing 13, 14
volumes in the bulletin. Oscar Wilde first found his authentic voice as a playwright and succeeds

in formulating a distinctive style and method, because he was familiar with melodrama and
superficially depicted Victorian (Puritan) moral values in these comedies of manners.

In Lady Windermere's Fan, Lady Windermere, the heroine who misunderstood the relationship
between her husband and Mrs. Erlynne, is on the posing of eloping with Lord Darlington.
The fact is that Mrs. Erlynne is her real mother and her husband tries to help his mother-

in-law. In the end, Mrs. Erlynne tactfully helps her daughter's dilemma with a fan, waking
up her maternal instinct. 'A dandy' character was a trade mark in Wilde's two former
comedies of manners. But in this debut work, dandies were inadequate to sketch for the
dramatist and appeared immature ones.

The theme in A Woman of No Importance, like Lady Windermere's Fan, concerns a woman
with a secret past. Mrs. Arbuthnot and Lord Illingworth, who was her former lover and her
son Gerald's natural father but left her mercilessly, meet unexpectedly 20 years later. Lord

Hlingworth, not knowing who Gerald is but attracted to him, offers him a post as his private
secretary. But Mrs. Arbuthnot, the woman of the title, rejects, and insults Lord Illingworth,
and her final curtain-line, 'A man of no importance', overturns his 'A woman of no importance'
in Act L.

To make a strain in the structure, Lord Illingworth, a dandy who is Wilde's incarnation
forces a kiss on the young Puritan American, Hester Worsely and accordingly Gerald prepares
to strike him in outraged retaliation. In the end, Lord Illingworth is dismissed. But Lord
Hlingworth is proud of being 'a modern dandy' and declares 'The future belongs to the
dandy', retorting 'Puritanism is shallow, selfish and foolish.' Finally he is self-satisfied with
his paradoxical victory like Wilde, the true dandy in the Victorian Age. The dramatist tried
to challenge his Age through his four 'comedies of manners'.

Key words : Immature Dandies, A Modern Decadent Individualist, Paradoxical Victory
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LADY WINDERMERE.
are better than most other men, and I

...Believe me, you

sometimes think you pretend to be worse.
LORD DARLINGTON. We all have our little
vanities, Lady Windermere.
LADY WINDERMERE. (Still seated at table

74N FOIAEER FRE(3)

L.) Why do you make that your special one ?
LORD DARLINGTON. (still seated L.C.) Oh,
nowadays so many conceited people go
about Society pretending to be good, that
I think it shows rather a sweet and modest
disposition to pretend to be bad. Besides,
there is this to be said. If you pretend to be
good, the world takes you very seriously. If
you pretend to be bad, it doesn't. Such is
the astounding stupidity of optimism.?
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MRS. ERLYNNE.
play the part of a mother. Only once in my

...I have no ambition to

life have I known a mother's feelings. That
was last night. They were terrible—they made
me suffer—they made me suffer too much.
For twenty years, as you say, I have lived
childless—I want to live childless still ...Besi-
des, my dear Windermere, how on earth could
I pose as a mother with a grown-up daughter?
Margaret is twenty-one, and I have never
admitted that I am more than twenty-nine,
...I had no heart. I

find 1T have, and a heart doesn't suit me,

or thirty at the most.

Windermere. Somehow 1t doesn't go with
modern dress. It looks one old.®
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You shut out from your society the gentle
and the good. You laugh at the simple and
...Oh, your English society seems to
It sits like a
dead thing smeared with gold. It is all wro-

the pure
me shallow, selfish, foolish

ng, all wrong. ©
HISTTHEIRZARA PO, BLOUAL ERUEAZ
BOWHELTLESKDOTT D, Bk HdEMT
MR ANEDIESOTT A4 FY 2OEZRII
FicidEEr . 2T, BEACVICRAE
T MBI EEBERTOMI L2 bDTT,
TRTHHEE->TOVET,

ANZRY =, Ea—) ¥ VIAEBEEERT S -
b Eic, (MBLE [ERX ] [HRibx
Mfies | offifil. & 5 MEE] Mo |
BEAREMBEICHET 5, HLOE2—-Y 7=
ZXLDEEPSIE, A FY ROHRFARITELIT
RGO TR TERTITBD |, £odhofif
HITEETHEA4 ) v =207 5 vE—-kA
(Mrs. Allonby) 75 &3 Hic & > TREEIICES
E-TWA,

EIAN, Ea—1) & B AL [HEiZ
DTRIEH] BT & EMT B bDI, Eo 7B .
FERAB-NABOLOSRIKGAERKLLTESTH
A9 NHOREERT 22 IHEHEP. Ttk -
THU 5 EFRFROMEK « 8kEH « T2 ETXT
ARTEL. BELLLEVDN S AR L
SHOLNRIEESBVDOMEVNSE, RLTED
LZOICHMICEBIRETIEWI LIZHATH 5,
Ea—Y 5ot s [FFciibis] b0l

_6_



REEHAFCE H16% 2007

%ﬂ®%tbfﬁ%§%%§b%§%’%ﬁ@%
b5, BVHANE, HWODOBET S [EIENHTH
CHTEES ] &k, ERFESBEHICY TR
F2LEBZABDOTRBVES S b, BANTHIK:
EVIHEREE. WbYwAENWVLWELIVWSIKITK
TRELLBETH->T, TOBKRTHSL %
[RE TR TRERARM] bl ZE
HEWVHEE LINH S,

TANVFDILE, FvFa—ELLTEELTL
24077 =2WH, VIV FEEHSDBF
FZERD, 200ESDICHARLIEDP D TOEBAT —
INZ /oy PRANERFOFERICOWTERT 5 M
WiZ7 =27y bRAZ, TBERE2YF VS
WIEE LA AT 5@, Thic\vo bF K7L
("What a typical woman you are! You talk
sentimentally, and you are thoroughly selfish
the whole time.") ®E:F S E T AMBH B, 1
77 —-2MEHSD EAER] Ofcoic,
WaFFATHELDEEBA S 2 & VE B
Bt T, 2070 IEH LTEFABE LY
PeT7 =Ry b RAICE ST, SHEHICE-T
QOFER). HNOFRTEFEZE TV EWVWI
DL, bEDICOHBBTTh s LIS 27
OB ERBRARTH S EEbNS, UL,
TV L DB LRI DVWT AR EE
AN, BFo MAA] 25EL2icEEH LR
FIEER] P03 O0RABNT 0%, 1)
VI =RE YT 4 —RICEET T B, A VT
723, 0L [@E] KIKbiLD
BEEZEZ [y F 2 v i) (BB Thb,
(27 4w val (FICERED) THoE. M
BEo MEAFH] OEE2ROHE LYI0ETS,

The history of woman is the history of the
worst form of tyranny the world has ever
~ known. The tyranny of the weak over the
strong. It is the only tyranny that lasts.?
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LORD ILLINGWORTH. (sitting down) Last
night was excessively unfortunate. That
silly Puritan girl making a scene merely
because I wanted to kiss her. What harm
is there in a kiss?

MRS ARBUTHNOT. (turning round) A kiss

may ruin with a human life, George
Harford. I know that too well.

LORD ILLINGWORTH. We won't discuss
that at present. What is of importance
today, as yesterday, 1s still our son. I am
extremely fond of him, as you know, and
odd though it may seem to you, I admired
his conduct last night immensely. He took
up the cudgels for that pretty prude with
wonderful promptitude ...Except that no

son of mine should ever take the side of

the Puritans: that is always an error.
Now I propose is this.
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I don't admit for a moment that the boy
is right in what he says. I don't admit that
1s any duty of mine to marry you. I deny
it entirely. But to get my son back I am
ready—yes, [ am ready to marry you, Rachel—
and to treat you always with the deference
and respect due to my wife. I will marry
you as soon as you choose. I give you my
word of honour. ©
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LORD ILLINGWORTH. So you really refuse
to marry me?

MRS ARBUTHNOT. Yes.

LORD ILLINGWORTH. Because you hate
me?

MRS ARBUTHNOT. Yes.

LORD ILLINGWORTH. And does my son
hate me as you do?

MRS ARBUTHNOT. No.

LORD ILLINGWORTH.
Rachel.

MRS ARBUTHNOT. He merely despises you.

LORD ILLINGWORTH. What a pity! What
a pity for him, I mean.

MRS ARBUTHNOT. Don't be deceived,
George. Children begin by loving their

I am glad of that,

parents. After a time they judge them.
Rarely if ever do they forgive them.

LORD ILLINGWORTH. (reads letter over
again, very slowly) May I ask by what
arguments you made the boy who wrote
this letter, this beautiful, passionate letter
believe that you should not marry his
father, the father of your own child?

MRS ARBUTHNOT. It was not I who made
him see it. It was another.

LORD ILLINGWORTH. What fin-de-siécle
person?

MRS ARBUTHNOT. The Puritan, Lord
Illingworth, W
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Upon my word, Rachel, no woman ever loved
me as you did. Why, you gave yourself to
me like a flower,to do anything I liked with.
You were the prettiest of playthings, the
... (Pulls
out watch) Quarter to two! Must be strolling

most fascinating of small romances

back to Hunstanton. Don't suppose I shall
see you there again. I'm sorry, I am, really.
It's been an amusing experience to have met
amongst people of one's own rank, and trea-
ted quite seriously too, one's mistress, and
one's— I
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Ah! She is not modern, and to be modern
is the only thing worth being nowadays.
You want to be modern, don't you, Gerald?
You want to know life as it really is. Not
to be put off with any old-fashioned theories
about life. Well, what you have to do at
present simply to fit yourself for the best
society. A man who can dominate a London
dinner-table can dominate the world. The
future belongs to the dandy. It is exquisite
who are going to rule. @
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